


Introduction 

At Pierrepont Gamston, our high quality history education helps our pupils to gain a coherent 

knowledge and understanding of Britain’s past and that of the wider world.  

The study of history involves pupils in exploring and understanding the complexity of people’s lives, 

the process of change, the diversity of societies and relationships between different groups.  We 

ensure that our History curriculum is relevant, exciting and challenging, in order to inspire pupils’ 

curiosity to want to learn more about the past.  

 

 

Values 

Our school curriculum is underpinned by the values that we hold dear. In our school, everyone is 

equally valued and treated with respect. We believe that everyone is made in the image of God, which 

means that everyone has an equal opportunity to achieve and will be challenged and supported to 

ensure that they continue to grow and learn within all areas of the curriculum. 

 

Intent 

• Through learning history, children develop skills of critical thinking. Pupils learn to make 

reasoned judgements that are logical and well thought out. They learn to not merely accept 

arguments as they are presented but have a healthy, discerning and questioning attitude about 

new information.  

• Children learn to appreciate that all knowledge is socially constructed and its objectivity and 

reliability is therefore open to challenge and question. Children are given opportunity to ask 

perceptive questions, weigh evidence, sift arguments and develop perspective and judgement.   

• Children build a sense of identity and belonging on a personal, cultural, national and global 

level, as they come to appreciate the diversity of human experience and consequently 

understand more about themselves and as members of society.  

• Learning history enables pupils to understand core concepts and most notably; cause and 

consequence, similarity and difference, continuity and change, change and 

progress/regression, significance, evidence, chronology, empathy, context, perspective, 

interconnectivity and validity which have broad relevance and significance in the modern world. 

(see appendix 3 for glossary) 

• Children will use History specific vocabulary (appendix 2) to support their learning of the 

historical concepts stated above. 

 

 

Implementation 

As pupils progress as historians, we recognise that whatever the content of their learning and the 

subject skills they are using, our expectations of them must be focused on the following progression in 

subject outcomes (see appendix 4 for glossary): 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



• In Foundation Stage, history skills are introduced through the specific area of  

Understanding the World- past and present. Children are encouraged to talk about the lives of 

the people around them and their roles in society. Children learn to understand that there are 

similarities and differences between things in the past and the present day. Children 

understand the past through settings, characters and events encountered in books read in 

class and storytelling.  

• In Key Stage 1, children develop an awareness of the past, using common words and phrases 

relating to the passing of time. They are taught where the people and events they study fit 

within a chronological framework and identify similarities and differences between ways of 

life in different periods using a wide vocabulary of everyday historical terms. The children ask 

and answer questions, choosing and using parts of stories and other sources to show that they 

know and understand key features of events. They understand some of the ways in which we 

find out about the past and identify different ways in which it is represented. The children 

are introduced to periods of time that they will study in more depth in key stages 2 and 3. 

Within history teaching, pupils are taught about changes within living memory, events beyond 

living memory that are significant nationally or globally, the lives of significant individuals in 

the past who have contributed to national and international achievements and significant 

historical events, people and places in their own locality. 

• In Key Stage 2, children continue to develop a chronologically secure knowledge and 

understanding of British, local and world history, establishing clear narratives within and 

across the periods they study. They note connections, contrasts and trends over time and 

develop the appropriate use of historical terms. They regularly address and sometimes devise 

historically valid questions about change, cause, similarity and difference, and significance. 

The children construct informed responses that involve thoughtful selection and organisation 

of relevant historical information. They also understand how our knowledge of the past is 

constructed from a range of sources. The teaching of history ensures progression through 

teaching the British, local and world history.  

 

 

By the end of year 6, the children will be taught about the following: changes in Britain from 

the Stone Age to the Iron Age, The Roman Empire and its impact on Britain, Britain’s 

settlement by Anglo-Saxons and Scots, the Viking and Anglo-Saxon struggle for the kingdom 

of England to the time of Edward the Confessor, a local history study, a study of an aspect or 

theme in British History that extends pupils chronological knowledge beyond 1066, the 

achievements of the earliest civilisations, Ancient Greece and a non-European society that 

provides contrast with British History.  

 

The yearly overview (see appendix), for each year group, ensures that history skills are 

taught throughout each topic. 

 

A fundamentals-based assessment is carried out at the start of each term to track the children’s 

progress across the school. 

 

 



Children with Special Educational Needs and Disabilities 

We make appropriate provision to overcome all barriers to learning and ensure pupils with SEND 

needs have full access to the National Curriculum, as stated in our SEN policy. We provide additional 

resources or support for children with special needs as required. This may be in the form of 

adaptions, differentiation by outcome, intervention, adult support or a personalised curriculum.  

 

Assessment 

Children’s work in history is assessed through teacher observations of the children working during 

lessons. Teachers record the progress made by children against the learning challenge and success 

criteria for a lesson. At the end of a unit of work, teachers make judgements as to whether a child has 

met, exceeded or is working towards the expectations for each individual lesson. This should be 

recorded and can be used to make an annual assessment of overall progress for a child when writing 

annual reports for parents. 

Each term teachers use subject descriptors to make a judgement as to whether a child is ‘at’ or ‘below’ 

in History.  

Subject leader role 

The role of a subject leader is to: 

• Provide strategic lead and direction for a specific subject 

• Support and offer advice to colleagues on issues related to the subject 

• Monitor pupil progress in that subject area 

• Provide efficient resources management for the subject 

It is the role of each subject leader to keep up to date with developments in their subject, at both 

national and local level. They review the way the subject is taught in school and plan for improvement. 

This development planning links to whole school objectives. Each subject leader reviews the 

curriculum plans for their subject, ensures that there is full coverage of the National Curriculum and 

that progression is planned into programs of study. 

 

 

 

Monitoring and Review 

• Class teachers are responsible for the day to day planning, organisation and delivery of the 

curriculum subject. 

• Subject leaders monitor the way their subject is taught throughout school and feedback to 

SLT and whole school where appropriate. 

• The allocated Governor is responsible for liaising with subject leaders to closely monitor the 

way the school teaches each subject. 

 

Date: February 2022 

Review date: Autumn 2023 

 

 

 



Appendix- N.C link 

https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/239035/PRIMARY_

national_curriculum_-_History.pdf 

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/

896810/EYFS_Early_Adopter_Framework.pdf 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/239035/PRIMARY_national_curriculum_-_History.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/239035/PRIMARY_national_curriculum_-_History.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/896810/EYFS_Early_Adopter_Framework.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/896810/EYFS_Early_Adopter_Framework.pdf


Subject overview grid History (Appendix 1) 

 

 

Term Year 1/2 
Cycle A  

Year 1/2 
Cycle B  

Year 3/4 
Cycle A  

Year3/ 4 
Cycle B  

Year 5/6 
Cycle A 

Year 5/6 
Cycle B 

 
 

1 
 
 

 

 
Why is the history 

of my locality 
significant? 

 
 
 

 
What does it take 

to be a great 
explorer? 

 
Pushed or Pulled? 

Why did the 
Anglo-Saxons 

invade Britain? 
 
 

 
How did the lives 
of ancient Britons 
change from the 
Stone Age to the 

Iron Age? 
 
 

 
How did WWII 

impact the lives 
of people in 

Britain? 
 
 
 

 
A study of an 

aspect in British 
history beyond 

1066 
(The Victorians) 

 

 
 

2 
 
 

 

 
Why was Charles 
sent to prison? 

 
How do we know 

so much about 
where Sappho 
used to live? 

 
Were the Vikings 

vicious or 
victorious? 

 
How did the lives 
of ancient Britons 
change from the 
Stone Age to the 

Iron Age? 
 

How did WWII 
impact the lives 

of people in 
Britain? 

 
 

A non-
European 

society that 
provides 

contrasts with 
British history 
(Early Islamic 
civilisation) 

 
3 
 
 

 

 
How do our 

favourite toys and 
games compare 

with those of 
children in the 

1960s? 

 
Who is the 

greatest history 
maker? 

 
Enquiry about 
local history 

 

 
How did the 
arrival of the 

Romans change 
Britain? 

 
How was the 

society of Ancient 
Greece different 

to ours? 

 
 (Need to look 

at local history) 



Appendix 2 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Appendix 3 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Appendix 4 


