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PGPS NEWS
Week Commencing 27th March 2023
Happy Easter
Children have been working so hard this term and fully deserve their two-week break. May we wish you all a joy-filled and peaceful Easter as you spend some quality time together. School re-opens for the summer term on Monday 17th April, but do remember that there are Bank Holidays on Monday 1st and 8th May.

We say goodbye to Mrs Jackson at the end of this week. We wish her God’s richest blessing in her role as Headteacher.
Parent’s Evening – Tuesday 28th and Thursday 30th March
If you haven’t already booked a parent’s evening appointment, please contact your child’s class teacher as a matter of urgency to book a slot. 
Easter Worship at St Luke’s – Today at 1.45
Due to limited seating capacity, this event is for children and staff only. However, if you would like to attend as a helper, walking the children there and back, please let your child’s class teacher know.

Governing Body Meeting

The school’s governing body met last week for its spring term meeting. The office retains a copy of previous meetings for viewing if anyone would like further information about what has been discussed and what actions have been agreed.
INSET Days for 2023 / 2024
At the above-mentioned meeting, governors approved the following INSET days for the next academic year: September 4th 2023, November 6th 2023, January 4th & 5th 2024, May 24th 2024.
Autism Awareness Day

We are very excited that we will be celebrating Autism Awareness Day in school again this year on Friday 31st March. The day will start with a celebration in the hall so there will be no Star of the Week on that day.
Our amazing focus group in school have been busy planning a special day of celebrations and they would like to make you aware of a few things:

· It will be a non-uniform day and everyone is encouraged to wear something blue.
· We will be holding a raffle again to raise money for the National Autistic Society. Tickets will cost £1 and children can buy more than one.

· You can buy tickets from Monday 27th – Thursday 30th March.

· Money must come to Class Teachers in a named envelope.

· The raffle will be drawn during our Star of the Week worship on Friday 31st March.  
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Sex and relationships education

During the summer term, our PSHE themes will be Relationships in the first half and then Sex Education before the summer holidays. Please be assured that we will be using Jigsaw resources, which are all tailored to the age of the child. Our SRE Policy can be found by using the following link:   https://www.pgps.org.uk/key-information-policies/
Each pod in school will be holding a short Zoom information session 
during the first week back to allow you to ask any questions that you might have. Details will be shared with you by your child’s class teacher.

School Photographs

If you have any queries regarding the photographs, please liaise directly with Wrates – the school does not get involved in ordering of or payment for the photographs.

Mr Sharp’s Worship - Understanding Christianity

We are looking at a section of the Big Frieze that is known as ‘The Gospel’, studying the life of Jesus. This will be resumed after Easter.
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Book Amnesty
 
Some of our bookcases in school are looking a little light on books at the moment. Please do keep an eye out for any books that have the school stamp inside the front cover and return as soon as possible.
Kids’ Club – Contact telephone number.

As you are all aware, the office is unmanned from 16.30 each evening and during the holidays. The main office telephone number reverts to the answerphone during these times.

If you have an URGENT need to speak with the school about a child collection from the Kids’ Club during these times, please contact Kids’ Club on their mobile:   07900784245
Kids’ Club – Changes to the booking system

Since September 2022, Kids’ Club has seen a steady increase in the number of children attending the various sessions. As I am sure you appreciate, we are far more flexible than many similar clubs in the area and have always tried to accommodate last minute admissions to the registers in order to help parents and carers as much as we possibly can.

Unfortunately, we are now experiencing problems with the growing number of late requests and, as a consequence, we now have to limit the use of this facility. Same day requests for places will only be accepted in exceptional circumstances. If you have a genuine and urgent need that cannot be resolved any other way, then please contact the school office; however, there are no guarantees that we will be able to accommodate your request due to staffing and catering limitations.

SchoolMoney MUST be used to book places for all club sessions – we can no longer accept written or telephone requests for the office staff to make bookings on your behalf. 

If you have difficulty accessing, SchoolMoney then please contact the office as soon as possible.  Thank you.
Easter Holiday Kids Club
Come and join us for some Easter fun ……
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Easter egg hunts, egg and spoon races, lots of Easter crafts,
decorating biscuits, baking, sports, etc….

Please make sure you’re booked in asap.
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Important Dates

27th March – Easter Worship at St Luke’s

28th March – Parent’s Evening

30th March – Parent’s Evening

31st March – Autism Awareness Day

31st March – Break up for Easter holidays

17th April – First day of summer term

Rattle and Roll

Rattle and Roll are offering free Easter Holiday places plus lunch to children in receipt of benefits related free school meals. Please see attached flyer for details.
Chess Club update

This term the children played in the first stage of the Delancey UK Chess Challenge. A closely fought seven-round competition was won by Vidwat on a tie-break. He, and several other members of the Chess Club, have qualified to play in the regional Mega Final which is being held at Nottingham High School on Saturday, 13th May.

Last week we entered two teams in a tournament organised by the Nottinghamshire Primary Schools Chess Association. With two schools dropping out because of logistical problems, this ended up being a three-way contest between PGPS, Nottingham Girls High School and Nottingham High Infants & Juniors School, traditionally the strongest chess-playing school in the county.

We are pleased to report that both teams held their own. Our team from Years 5&6 - Vidwat, Amy, Ayrton and Akshobhya - scored 7 points out of 12, whilst our team from Years 3&4 - Aarush, Akshay, Zac and Saadhvi - scored 6 out of 12. 

Ayrton, Akshobhya and Aarush each won all three of their games. The outstanding result of the event was the Year 3&4 team beating the Nottingham Girls High School ‘A’ team 4-0.

Nottingham Children’s Hospital – The Big Appeal

Well done everyone – extremely generous, as always!!
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Friday Star Worship

Parents will be notified (by text on the Thursday before) if their child is receiving a certificate – please be aware that if you’ve downloaded the App, it may appear here rather than as a standard text.

Parking…..again.

Recently, during drop off and pick up, there have been parents parking two wheels on the grass along Whinlatter Drive. It has made a mess of the grass, turning it into a mud bath full of tyre tracks and several residents have asked if parents would mind not doing so. This is entirely avoidable by parking further away and walking a little further. Thank you.

PGPS Cultural Festival  
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We are really keen to celebrate the diversity of cultures represented in our school. In May, we are hosting our first Cultural Festival and we would love your help! If you would be willing to come in and help showcase your culture, we are keen to hear from you. This could be in many different ways including traditional art, food, dance, music, stories, clothing. More details will follow next half term. Please contact Mrs Rodmell if you can help (amyrodmell@pierrepont-gamston.notts.sch.uk).
School Places

We still have places in year R (Sparrows). If you know of anyone who is still looking for a place, please pass on the school’s details. Despite the deadline having now passed, Mr Sharp is still available to show anyone around school who is looking for a Reception place in September 2023 – each Friday at 9.30 am. If you know of anyone who is still considering their options, please get them to telephone or email the school office to book a visit.

Children should be “School Ready”….
As I am sure many of you will be aware, we spend a lot time running backwards and forwards to classes with items that children have forgotten to bring to school. 

We have now decided to have a “Forgotten Items” box outside the office and everything that parents bring in for the children will be put in the box. The children now have to take responsibility for collecting the items themselves rather than the office delivering to, and disrupting, the classes.
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Thank you for helping us to be at the
heart of our patients’ care.

nottinghamhospitalscharity.org.uk/robin

Nottingham Hospitals Charity

‘Supportiog Nottingham Uiversty Hospitals NHS Trust




