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PGPS NEWS
Week Commencing 13th March 2023
World Book Day

Please accept our apologies for omitting the World Book Day photos last week. We hope that you enjoy the ones included today – see last page.
Comic Relief – Friday 17th March
This Friday is Comic Relief Day. This will be a non-uniform day in school: please bring a donation if you are able or use the newly created “Just Giving” link below
https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/rednoseday23-pierrepont-gamston-primary-school
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Parent’s Evening – Tuesday 28th and Thursday 30th March
Invites were sent out last Friday. Please send in the reply slip as soon as possible so that we can try to accommodate your preferred time slot for an in-person or Zoom meeting.
School Photographs

Wrates, will be at school on Wednesday 15th March to take school photographs. Please ensure your child(ren) arrive in full school uniform on the day!!

We also offer the opportunity for you to have photographs of in-school siblings taken along with a younger sibling who is not currently of school age. If you wish to take advantage of this, please call at reception at 8.30 on the 15th March and you will be taken through to the hall.

Autism Awareness Day

We are very excited that we will be celebrating Autism Awareness Day in school again this year on Friday 31st March. 

Our amazing focus group in school have been busy planning a special day of celebrations and they would like to make you aware of a few things:

· It will be a non-uniform day and everyone is encouraged to wear something blue.
· We will be holding a raffle again to raise money for the National Autistic Society. Tickets will cost £1 and children can buy more than one.

· You can buy tickets from Monday 27th – Thursday 30th March.

· Money must come to Class Teachers in a named envelope.

· The raffle will be drawn during our Star of the Week worship on Friday 31st March.  
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Mr Sharp’s Worship - Understanding Christianity

We are looking at a section of the Big Frieze that is known as ‘The Gospel’, studying the life of Jesus. This week we are thinking about when Jesus washed His disciples feet.
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Friday Star Worship

Parents will be notified (by text on the Thursday before) if their child is receiving a certificate – please be aware that if you’ve downloaded the App, it may appear here rather than as a standard text.

Rushcliffe Spencer Academy presents Beauty and the Beast

This year at Rushcliffe Spencer Academy we are presenting Beauty and the Beast as our School Production. 

The dates of the shows are Wed 29th – Fri 31st March at 7pm. 

We would love for some of the Rushcliffe Community to come and see the show. See attached poster for details

Kids’ Club – Changes to the booking system

Since September 2022, Kids’ Club has seen a steady increase in the number of children attending the various sessions. As I am sure you appreciate, we are far more flexible than many similar clubs in the area and have always tried to accommodate last minute admissions to the registers in order to help parents and carers as much as we possibly can.

Unfortunately, we are now experiencing problems with the growing number of late requests and, as a consequence, we now have to limit the use of this facility. Same day requests for places will only be accepted in exceptional circumstances. If you have a genuine and urgent need that cannot be resolved any other way, then please contact the school office; however, there are no guarantees that we will be able to accommodate your request due to staffing and catering limitations.

SchoolMoney MUST be used to book places for all club sessions – we can no longer accept written or telephone requests for the office staff to make bookings on your behalf. 

If you have difficulty accessing, SchoolMoney then please contact the office as soon as possible.  Thank you.
Important Dates

15th March – Photographs

17th March –Comic Relief

22nd March – Walk to School

28th March – Parent’s Evening

30th March – Parent’s Evening

31st March – Autism Awareness Day

31st March – Break up for Easter holidays

17th April – First day of summer term

PGPS Cultural Festival  
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We are really keen to celebrate the diversity of cultures represented in our school. In May, we are hosting our first Cultural Festival and we would love your help! If you would be willing to come in and help showcase your culture, we are keen to hear from you. This could be in many different ways including traditional art, food, dance, music, stories, clothing. More details will follow next half term. Please contact Mrs Rodmell if you can help (amyrodmell@pierrepont-gamston.notts.sch.uk).
School Places

We still have places in year R (Sparrows). If you know of anyone who is still looking for a place, please pass on the school’s details. Despite the deadline having now passed, Mr Sharp is still available to show anyone around school who is looking for a Reception place in September 2023 – each Friday at 9.30 am. If you know of anyone who is still considering their options, please get them to telephone or email the school office to book a visit.

Rattle and Roll

Rattle and Roll are offering free Easter Holiday places plus lunch to children in receipt of benefits related free school meals. Please see attached flyer for details.
Uniform
Can we please point out that shoes should always be worn in school – boots can be worn but must be changed in school to shoes. 

Please also make sure that cardigans, jumpers or sweatshirts are navy (not black) and that hoodies are not worn. In addition, polo shirts must be navy or white (not pale blue). Finally, snoods and scarves are a great idea on chilly days, but these must be removed when lessons start. 

We are now selling off the last remaining items of our uniform stock. Although not compulsory, parents may purchase a selection of branded school items showing the school logo. These can be bought directly from our uniform provider Price & Buckland. Full details can be found by accessing their website at 
https://www.pbuniform-online.co.uk/pierrepont
Children should be “School Ready”….
As I am sure many of you will be aware, we spend a lot time running backwards and forwards to classes with items that children have forgotten to bring to school. 

We have now decided to have a “Forgotten Items” box outside the office and everything that parents bring in for the children will be put in the box. The children now have to take responsibility for collecting the items themselves rather than the office delivering to, and disrupting, the classes.
Free School Meals

We want to make sure that as many eligible pupils as possible are claiming their free school meals. You may not have applied because your child already has a free school meal by virtue of their age. However, it’s still worth applying as the school receives funding for each child that is registered – this money can then be used to provide academic, enrichment or practical support. We use the Department for Education’s eligibility checking system. A link is provided below:
https://www.nottinghamshire.gov.uk/education/school-meals/free-school-meals-and-milk or alternatively please contact 0300 500 80 80.
Children receiving free school meals also get 
free milk. Please register by using the following link:     https://www.coolmilk.com/
World Book Day Photographs.
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