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PGPS NEWS
Week Commencing 19th December 2022
Happy Christmas!
What a fantastic last full week of this term: children representing the school at the St Edmund’s and Connect Gamston Christingle services; two wonderful nativity performances from our key stage 1 children; a fantastic Christmas dinner and our Sparrows producing some lovely singing at their carol concert!
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This is the last newsletter of 2022. All of the staff and governors at PGPS wish you and your loved ones a Christmas filled with peace and joy.
Thank you, PTA
Last week our year 6 children had their DART (Drug, Alcohol and Resilience Training) graduation. On the last day of term, we have Grandpa Sticks coming to provide a lovely Christmas storytelling experience – we have these each year and the children love them. Both events have been fully funded by the school’s PTA and we want to express our thanks for the incredible work that they do.
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Mr Sharp’s Worship - Understanding Christianity

As we are attending church, there is no Mr Sharp worship this week. After Christmas, we will move onto looking at the life of Jesus and a section of the Big Frieze that is known as ‘The Gospel’.
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Parent Governor 
The school has a vacancy for a parent governor. Full details, including nomination forms, will be sent home early in January. However, in the meantime, do consider whether this is something that you would be interested in – speak with Mr Sharp if you would like more information.
Friday Star Worship

Parents will be notified (by text on the Thursday before) if their child is receiving a certificate – please be aware that if you’ve downloaded the App, it may appear here rather than as a standard text. 
Messages from Connect Gamston:
Connect Gamston is the church from St Luke’s that meets in the school every Sunday at 3pm. 

If anyone has any worries or fears about Christmas this year and would like to know someone is praying for them you can email us on connectgamston@st-lukes-gamston.org and we will pray for you. All prayer requests are confidential.

Kids’ Club Bookings
Please remember that breakfast and afterschool clubs should be booked at least 48 hours in advance.  
Holiday Club.

As in previous years Holiday Club will not operate during the Christmas break. Breakfast and Afterschool clubs will resume on Wednesday 4th January.
Recorder Club

There are limited spaces available for the recorded club – please see attached for details
Important Dates

19th December – Children visiting St Luke’s for Christmas Worship

21st December – Walk to School and last day of term

4th January – First day of the spring term

9th January – KS1 and KS2 SATS / PGL parents’ information meetings 

                       (3.30 & 4.30 respectively)

School Places

We still have places in year R (Sparrows). If you know of anyone who is still looking for a school place, please pass on the school’s details. Mr Sharp is also available to show anyone around school who is looking for a Reception place in September 2023 – this will take place each Friday at 9.30 am. If you know of anyone who is considering their options, please get them to telephone or email the school office to book a visit.

Attendance
We have noticed that school attendance, whilst being better than the national average, is still well below pre-COVID levels. Please can we remind parents that school attendance is compulsory and that one of the best determiners of academic outcome is being in school each day. Absence will only be authorised if the child is ill or if exceptional circumstances have been agreed with Mr Sharp E.G. the funeral of a close family member.

Free School Meals

We want to make sure that as many eligible pupils as possible are claiming their free school meals. You may not have applied because your child already has a free school meal by virtue of their age. However, it’s still worth applying as the school receives funding for each child that is registered – this money can then be used to provide academic, enrichment or practical support. We use the Department for Education’s eligibility checking system. A link is provided below:

https://www.nottinghamshire.gov.uk/education/school-meals/free-school-meals-and-milk or alternatively please contact 0300 500 80 80.
Children receiving free school meals also get free milk. Please register by using the following link:     https://www.coolmilk.com/
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