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PGPS NEWS
Week Commencing 21st November 2022
Welcome back
It was great to see everyone wearing something spotty on Friday. Thank you so much for all your contributions – we raised £270 for Children in Need!
Please see lots of important information below about the Christmas Fair, which is just over one week away! Please remember it’s Walk to School Day tomorrow.
PTA

Please attend tonight’s short meeting when we will be finalising plans for the Christmas Fair. 
Join Zoom Meeting
https://us05web.zoom.us/j/86982784453?pwd=bnhKaWk1NkdDOURCaXJnaktUT0V1Zz09
Meeting ID: 869 8278 4453

Passcode: Nf5hYR

Non-uniform Friday 25th November

Please come in non-uniform this Friday but remember to bring the following so that we can have a great Christmas Fair: Sparrows & KS1 – chocolates / KS2 bottles. Please make sure that everything is in date.

Christmas Fair – Friday 2nd December
Please come along and visit Santa, join in games & crafts, enjoy a glass of mulled wine……and much more besides. 

Raffle tickets will be sent home with all children tonight – an electronic copy is also attached to this email. The PTA will publish a list of prizes later this week but some of the great things on offer include vouchers for family ice skating, Saks, Little Legs, Bakes West Bridgford, Cuzina restaurant….and much more. It’s not too late if you want to donate your time or items for the raffle!
We are also having a Christmas themed cake competition!! Children are invited to design and bake a Christmas themed cake with prizes for the best cake in KS1 and KS2. Please bring your cakes in on the morning of the Christmas Fair clearly labelled with the child’s name and year group – Good Luck
The fair will begin immediately after school on 2nd December - more details to follow next week.
Mr Sharp’s Worship - Understanding Christianity

We are continuing to look at ‘People of God’ focusing on Old Testament characters. This week will be thinking about the life of Jonah. 
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Christmas Shoebox Appeal (Date change for shoe boxes to arrive)
This year we have chosen to support local charity Sewa Day who will be distributing Christmas shoeboxes to children, teens and adults across Nottingham. Last year Sewa Day provided gifts to 1300 local individuals with very little, via local charities and community groups. 

This is how you can help this great cause: 

1. Wrap an old shoe box in festive wrapping paper

2. Add a selection of the following items:

- Toys / cuddly toys

- Games

- Books
- Colouring / puzzle books

- Kids’ stationery 

- Chocolates / sweets

- Kids toiletries 

- Kids hat / gloves

3. Add a small label stating gender and age range suitability

4. Secure the box with an elastic band 

5. Return to school by Friday 2nd December 
Friday Star Worship

Parents will be notified (by text on the Thursday before) if their child is receiving a certificate – please be aware that if you’ve downloaded the App, it may appear here rather than as a standard text. 

Messages from Connect Gamston:
Connect Gamston is the church from St Luke’s that meets in the school every Sunday at 3pm. They have tons going on in the run up to Christmas and would love to invite you to some special events:

The Big Tearfund Quiz on Saturday 26th November at 7pm - The Big Tearfund Quiz is back and this year it raises money for displaced people from Ukraine in Poland. Could you gather a team of up to 8 or come along and join a team? Bring your own bottle and we’ll provide jacket potatoes with chilli (veggie and meat) and cheese, plus cakes and coffee. There’ll be a raffle with prizes to win too. Book in now using this link and pay £5/person on the night: https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/444554553637 . All money raised goes to the charity.

The Gamston Christingle on Sunday 11th December at 3pm – join us for a wonderful Christingle service for every age and get in the Christmas spirit. This promises to be a very special service as we gather round our candles together and follow the star to Bethlehem.

If anyone has any worries or fears about Christmas this year and would like to know someone is praying for them you can email us on connectgamston@st-lukes-gamston.org and we will pray for you. All prayer requests are confidential.

St Giles Christmas Tree Festival – 9th & 10th December
Please see attached flyer.
Kids’ Club Bookings
Please remember that breakfast and afterschool clubs should be booked at least 48 hours in advance.  

Important Dates

21st November – PTA meeting (6.30pm)

22nd November – Walk to School

25th November – Non-Uniform (KS1 chocolates / KS2 bottles)

2nd December – Christmas Fair

9th December – Christmas Jumper Day (Save the Children)

11th December – Christingle at St Edmund’s (3.30pm)

14th December – DART (previously DARE) Graduation (9.15am)

14th December – KS1 Nativity (2pm)

15th December – Christmas Dinner

15th December – Sparrows Carols (3pm)

15th December – KS1 Nativity (6pm)

21st December – Walk to School and last day of term

4th January – First day of the spring term

Attendance
We have noticed that school attendance, whilst being better than the national average, is still well below pre-COVID levels. Please can we remind parents that school attendance is compulsory and that one of the best determiners of academic outcome is being in school each day. Absence will only be authorised if the child is ill or if exceptional circumstances have been agreed with Mr Sharp E.G. the funeral of a close family member.

Road Safety 

We have been made aware that a number of parents have been observed driving at speed and with undue care - this is an accident waiting to happen! Please drive slowly and follow the one-way system.
Junior Road Safety Officers will be out on the streets again this week, so please ensure that you are parking lawfully and respectfully.

School Places

We still have places in year R (Sparrows). If you know of anyone who is still looking for a school place, please pass on the school’s details. Mr Sharp is also available to show anyone around school who is looking for a Reception place in September 2023 – this will take place each Friday at 9.30 am. If you know of anyone who is considering their options, please get them to telephone or email the school office to book a visit.
Free School Meals

We want to make sure that as many eligible pupils as possible are claiming their free school meals. You may not have applied because your child already has a free school meal by virtue of their age. However, it’s still worth applying as the school receives funding for each child that is registered – this money can then be used to provide academic, enrichment or practical support. We use the Department for Education’s eligibility checking system. A link is provided below:

https://www.nottinghamshire.gov.uk/education/school-meals/free-school-meals-and-milk or alternatively please contact 0300 500 80 80.
Children receiving free school meals also get free milk. Please register by using the following link:     https://www.coolmilk.com/
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