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PGPS NEWS
Week Commencing 26th September 2022
Harvest and 21st Birthday Celebration

Our Harvest Festival Worship will take place in school at 1.30 pm on Monday 3rd October. During this worship we will be giving thanks for the school on its 21st Birthday. Children and a few visitors, who have played an integral part in making the school what it is today, will be reflecting on our past, present and future.

We will be asking all children to bring 21 coins (of any value) to school on the day, in an envelope, or non-perishable items. All donations will be sent to The Friary.

Parent’s Evening
Parent’s Evenings will take place on Tuesday 11th and Thursday 13th October from 4pm to 7pm. Once again, in person and virtual meeting will be offered. Please look out for invite letters which will be sent out this week.

PTA

On Monday 3rd October at 6.30 pm there is a PTA meeting to discuss the year ahead. Most classes have a representative from last year (with the exception of the Robins Class), but more help is always appreciated. Do come along to the Zoom meeting to find out more.

https://us05web.zoom.us/j/85768979807?pwd=alVsTDNHdktQbG9iQ2NPcnhGZUJyZz09
Meeting ID: 857 6897 9807

Passcode: MB24TC

Mr Sharp’s Worship - Understanding Christianity
We have now moved on to looking at ‘People of God’ focusing on Old Testament characters. This week will be thinking about Noah and the flood.
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Christmas Cards

Can you believe it is that time again? After the success of last year, we are keeping the process for ordering Christmas cards the same this year. We appreciate this feels a little early. However, an early order means the cheapest possible prices for you and the best guarantee for all items to be delivered in ample time for the festive season.
At some point this week, your child will be completing their Christmas card design in school. 

This design will then come home - along with simple 3-step instructions of how to order from home yourself - by Friday 23rd September.
If you make a successful online order, your child's original design must then come back into school, and be handed to your child's class teacher, by Friday 30th September. This date is strictly non-negotiable as all original designs are collected and sent off for production. We are unable to send in late designs.
If you do not wish to make an order, you do not need to do anything when your child's design comes home. 
Awards

We are delighted to announce that we have recently received two awards: International Eco-Schools and the Geography Quality Mark Bronze. Congratulations to Miss Cheetham, Mrs Price and all the teachers and children who have worked so hard to receive this recognition.
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Free School Meals

We want to make sure that as many eligible pupils as possible are claiming their free school meals. You may not have applied because your child already has a free school meal by virtue of their age. However, it’s still worth applying as the school receives funding for each child that is registered – this money can then be used to provide academic, enrichment or practical support. We use the Department for Education’s eligibility checking system. A link is provided below:

https://www.nottinghamshire.gov.uk/education/school-meals/free-school-meals-and-milk or alternatively please contact 0300 500 80 80.
Children receiving free school meals also get free milk. Please register by using the following link:

https://www.coolmilk.com/
Walk to School – Thursday 22nd September
Congratulations to Kestrels Class who had 91% walking, cycling etc. They will be looking after the Golden Welly for the next month.
School Uniform

Following recent Government guidelines promoting reducing the cost of uniform, we have decided to reduce the range of school branded items.  Additionally, once our existing stock of uniform items have been sold, we will cease to sell new branded uniform directly at school.  Any new orders will need to be placed with our suppliers (please see attached leaflet for instructions), who will stock the following items:

Polo Shirts
Sweatshirts
Cardigans
Fleeces

Book bag

Whilst we deplete our current stocks, any items that are still available for you to purchase can be bought via School Money in the usual way. However, If the item/size you require does not appear in the list, this means we no longer have that item in stock and an order will need to be raised directly through the suppliers.

Our school policy remains to value highly the wearing of school uniform.

We will continue to stock and sell PE T shirts and Save the Planet Items.  

School Dinners

A sample menu for will be sent home tonight – the actual menu for this term can be found online. If your child is in Key Stage 2, and they need a school dinner, you must book and pay for this on School Money, ideally 1 week in advance, but by the evening before at the latest. Please also be aware that a vegetarian option should only be selected where this is your child’s usual preference – you can’t mix and match. 
Nut Free School

Snacks and packed lunches should be healthy – please see the attached healthy snacks list. Please check ingredients for any product carefully to ensure that they do not contain any nuts.
SEND Drop In Sessions

Once again this year, we are really pleased to offer the option for a SEND drop-in session. If you would like to discuss any worries, concerns or anything related to your child’s SEND (Special Educational Needs and Disabilities) then please contact the Office and book in a 30minute chat with our SEND team - Lucy Rogers and Claire Reynolds. 

We will be offering drop-in sessions once a term and the first will be during the morning of Wednesday 28th September. We can offer a lovely cup of tea, a friendly, listening ear and we would be really happy to have a chat through any questions or worries that you may have.

If you need any more information, please don’t hesitate to get in touch with us via: SEND@pierrepont-gamston.notts.sch.uk
Friday Star Worship

Parents will be notified (by text on the Thursday before) if their child is receiving a certificate – please be aware that if you’ve downloaded the App, it may appear here rather than as a standard text. 

Road Safety

Please can we remind parents to park responsibly and legally. This includes leaving zig zag lines and double yellow lines clear of obstruction as well as ensuring that you do not block any driveways, even if you are only going to be a couple of minutes. We regularly received letters of complaint from local residents, which is really disappointing - the bottom of Lingmell Close is an area causing frustration, with a few people parking without care for those that live there. Please see the attached flyer from the local authority reminding drivers that significant fines can be handed out.

Book Bingo
Did you know that if you read for 20 minutes a day, you’ll read 1,800,000 words per year? It's a fact that you learn 4,000 to 12,000 words per year through reading!

Here's your chance to explore new texts, increase vocabulary, learn about new cultures and develop new interests, as well as having lots of fun along the way. 
 
Last Tuesday, Mrs Middleton launched Book Bingo with the children in worship and all children will be bringing home their own Book Bingo grid sheet (if they haven’t already). We ask that the children try to complete all the different reading activities and cross them off their grid. It would be great if parents/carers work on these activities together with their child and share this time talking through stories/texts read. Once the grid is all completed, please can children hand it to their child's class teacher. The children will be presented with a certificate and can stand up in Star of the Week Worship. If the children complete this reading challenge, they can also take part in our fun Book Bingo Celebration Day in the summer term. 
 
We can't wait to hear about some of the wonderful books you have been reading. Let's get reading! 

Kids’ Club

Please book and pay for Kids’ Club places on School Money in good time so that we can make sure that there is always appropriate adult support. Please be aware that Kids’ Club is open throughout all school holidays and INSET Days with the exception of the Christmas two week break and weeks commencing 7th and 14th of August 2023.

COVID Precautions

Just a reminder that from from 1st April the legal requirement to self-isolate was removed. However, we would ask that you follow the guidance in the attached link. The main points are as follows:

 

· Children and adults should not come to school if they have a high temperature, have any other symptoms of COVID 19 or have tested positive.

· Children who have tested positive for COVID 19 should isolate for 3 days (5 days for adults).

· If a child feels well enough, and doesn’t have a high temperature, they should attend school as normal.
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