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PGPS NEWS
Week Commencing 12th September 2022
A great first week
What a great first week back! It has been lovely to see the children enjoying learning with their new teachers and trying so hard when faced with new challenges. We would like to congratulate those taking on new roles in school, for example children becoming a House Captain.
The Queen
The PGPS community are saddened at the passing of Her Majesty, Queen Elizabeth II. Our thoughts and prayers are with the royal family at this time. 

We reflected on her life in Star Worship and some year 6 children led us in a time of prayer. Appropriate activities to celebrate her life will be planned in due course but, in general, we will be keeping the school curriculum as normal as possible.

Any students who need additional well-being support at this time will, of course, be well looked after.

Please note that Monday 19th September is now a Bank Holiday and, therefore, school will be closed.
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Mr Sharp’s Worship

This week we will be continuing with our new series of worships, looking at the Big Frieze that accompanies The Church of England theme of Understanding Christianity. This week will be thinking about the story of creation.
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School Dinners

If your child is in Key Stage 2, and they need a school dinner, you must book and pay for this on School Money, ideally 1 week in advance, but by the evening before at the latest. Please also be aware that a vegetarian option should only be selected where this is your child’s usual preference – you can’t mix and match. 
Nut Free School

Snacks and packed lunches should be healthy – please see the attached healthy snacks list. Please check ingredients for any product carefully to ensure that they do not contain any nuts.
School Places

We still have places in year R (Sparrows). If you know of anyone who is still looking for a school place, please pass on the school’s details. Mr Sharp is also available to show anyone around school who is looking for a Reception place in September 2023 – this will take place each Friday at 9.30 am. If you know of anyone who is considering their options, please get them to telephone or email the school office to book a visit.
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Did you know that if you read for 20 minutes a day, you’ll read 1,800,000 words per year? It's a fact that you learn 4,000 to 12,000 words per year through reading!

Here's your chance to explore new texts, increase vocabulary, learn about new cultures and develop new interests, as well as having lots of fun along the way. 
 
Over the next few weeks, Mrs Middleton will be launching Book Bingo with the children in worship and all children will be bringing home their own Book Bingo grid sheet (if they haven’t already). We ask that the children try to complete all the different reading activities and cross them off their grid. It would be great if parents/carers work on these activities together with their child and share this time talking through stories/texts read. Once the grid is all completed, please can children hand it to their child's class teacher. The children will be presented with a certificate and can stand up in Star of the Week Worship. If the children complete this reading challenge, they can also take part in our fun Book Bingo Celebration Day in the summer term. 
 
We can't wait to hear about some of the wonderful books you have been reading. Let's get reading! 

Road Safety
Please can we remind parents to park responsibly and legally. This includes leaving zig zag lines and double yellow lines clear of obstruction as well as ensuring that you do not block any driveways, even if you are only going to be a couple of minutes. We regularly received letters of complaint from local residents, which is really disappointing - the bottom of Lingmell Close is an area causing frustration, with a few people parking without care for those that live there. Please see the attached flyer from the local authority reminding drivers that significant fines can be handed out.
Friday Star Worship

Parents will be notified (by text on the Thursday before) if their child is receiving a certificate – please be aware that if you’ve downloaded the App, it may appear here rather than as a standard text. The first Star Worship of the year will be this Friday at 8.55 am. 
School Uniform
 

May we remind all parents that it is essential that your child is wearing the correct clothing and footwear. Please ensure that your child is wearing black school shoes (not boots or trainers) and that any non-branded uniform is navy and not any other shade of blue.

In line with the latest Government guidance, we are reducing the number of branded items, as well as continuing to stock a full range of good quality second hand items. We will also be phasing in direct ordering from Price and Buckland, so please take the opportunity to order any items required from the school office while you still can. 

SEND Drop In Sessions

Once again this year, we are really pleased to offer the option for a SEND drop-in session. If you would like to discuss any worries, concerns or anything related to your child’s SEND (Special Educational Needs and Disabilities) then please contact the Office and book in a 30minute chat with our SEND team - Lucy Rogers and Claire Reynolds. 

We will be offering drop-in sessions once a term and the first will be during the morning of Wednesday 28th September. We can offer a lovely cup of tea, a friendly, listening ear and we would be really happy to have a chat through any questions or worries that you may have.

If you need any more information, please don’t hesitate to get in touch with us via: SEND@pierrepont-gamston.notts.sch.uk
GDPR

Periodically we get in touch with everyone to make sure that contact details etc. are up-to-date. It is essential that you review this information carefully, including any medical needs that your child may have. If any details change throughout the year, please ensure that the school is advised at your earliest convenience. 

INSET Days

These were communicated at the end of the summer term, but just a reminder that our INSET Days for this school year are as follows:

Wednesday 31st August 2022

Friday 10th February 2023

Friday 26th May 2023

Monday 24th July 2023

Tuesday 25th July 2023

Kids’ Club

Please book and pay for Kids’ Club places on School Money in good time so that we can make sure that there is always appropriate adult support. Please be aware that Kids’ Club is open throughout all school holidays and INSET Days with the exception of the Christmas two week break and weeks commencing 7th and 14th of August 2023.

COVID Precautions

Just a reminder that from from 1st April the legal requirement to self-isolate was removed. However, we would ask that you follow the guidance in the attached link. The main points are as follows:

 

· Children and adults should not come to school if they have a high temperature, have any other symptoms of COVID 19 or have tested positive.

· Children who have tested positive for COVID 19 should isolate for 3 days (5 days for adults).

· If a child feels well enough, and doesn’t have a high temperature, they should attend school as normal.

Message from Connect Gamston
[image: image4.png]BOARDGAMES
CAFE

GAMES & PUDDINGS
PROVIDED




Come along for a fantastic Pop-Up Board Games Cafe for all the family at school. On Saturday 17th September, we will have a great evening of games, food and fun for all the family.
There will be games for the more active through to strategic ones for those wanting a challenge. We will provide games, drinks and puddings! Come along as a family - it'll be a great evening to get to know others and join in some brilliant games.

To book in get your free ticket (one per family member) on Eventbrite here:

https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/pop-up-board-games-cafe-tickets-407906097117?aff=eand
Everyone is welcome!

Sarah Sharpe 

Book Bingo!
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