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Rationale 

Assessment at Pierrepont Gamston Primary School is fundamental for learning. It helps to identify any difficulties and ensures teaching builds upon what has been learned previously. Assessment is also the means by which pupils understand what they have achieved and what they need to learn next. Formative assessment creates a positive learning environment, where children can see the next steps necessary for their own success. Assessment enables teachers to set work at the appropriate level, facilitating children to continue progression. Summative assessment provides accurate information regarding a child’s attainment and progress. It informs whole school target setting and prediction of a cohort’s future attainment. 

Aims

Assessment is at the heart of teaching and learning.
· Assessment provides evidence to guide teaching and learning. 
· Assessment provides the opportunity for students to demonstrate and review their progress.

Assessment is fair.
· Assessment is inclusive of all abilities. 
· Assessment is free from bias towards factors that are not relevant to what the assessment intends to address. 
· Statutory requirements are adhered to.
· Assessment procedures are continuously monitored and evaluated throughout the year by staff and school leaders.

Assessment is honest.
· Assessment outcomes are used in ways that minimise undesirable effects.
· Assessment outcomes are conveyed in an open, honest and transparent way to assist pupils with their learning. 
· Assessment judgements are moderated by experienced professionals to ensure their accuracy.

Assessment is ambitious.
· Assessment places achievement in context against nationally standardised criteria and expected standards. 
· Through objective criteria, assessment embodies a pathway of progress and development of every child. 
· Assessment targets set high expectations for learners.

Assessment is appropriate.
· Assessment is purposeful, allowing teachers to plan and improves learning for pupils.
· Conclusions regarding pupil achievement are valid when the assessment method is appropriate (i.e. to age and the task).
· Assessment should draw on a wide range of evidence to provide a whole picture of pupil achievement.
· Assessment should demand no procedures or records than are practically required to allow pupils, parents and teachers to plan future learning.


Assessment is consistent.
· Judgements are formed according to common principles.
· Results can be communicated easily to third parties.
· Attainment may be compared with other schools, locally and nationally.

Assessment outcomes provide meaningful information for:
· pupils to develop their learning
· parents in supporting children with their learning
· teachers with planning teaching and learning
· school leaders and governors in planning and allocating resources
· the government and agents of the government.

Assessment supports monitoring and evaluation.
· Assessment feedback should inspire greater effort and a belief that, through hard work and practice, more can be achieved.

Types of Assessment

At Pierrepont Gamston Primary School, we use a combination of formative and summative assessments.

Formative Assessment (Assessment for Learning)

Formative assessment is a powerful way of improving pupils’ achievement. It is based on the principle that pupils will improve most if they understand the aim of their learning.
Formative assessments are used by teachers, as reflective practitioners, to provide additional support or opportunities to broaden and deepen learning. It facilitates effective planning and informs target setting for individuals, groups or classes. 
For children, formative assessment identifies strengths and gaps in their skills or knowledge, informing them of the next steps for progress.

Summative Assessment (Assessment of Learning)

Summative assessment is important for informing pupils, parents, teachers and governors of a child’s attainment and progress. It also informs the whole school target setting and supports school leaders in identifying how resources should be distributed, ensuring all pupils attain as highly as possible. Pierrepont Gamston Primary School uses an online system to record and track data outcomes for each child and cohorts of children. Each term, summative assessment outcomes and pupil progress is discussed at Pupil Progress, Senior Leadership and Governor meetings. Parents are also informed of their child’s progress against national expectations, through parents’ evenings and end of year reports.

Summative assessments are used to:
· indicate attainment through one-off standardised tests at a given point in time
· inform a teacher’s judgements
· record performance in a specific area on a specific date 
· provide age standardised information
· inform pupil progress meetings to identify which individuals, pupils in vulnerable groups or cohorts require specific intervention 
· meet the requirements for statutory assessments at the beginning and end of EYFS; at the end of KS2; for phonics screener in Year 1; and for the Multiplication Tables Check in Year 4, providing data which the school will be accountable for and which are published on the school website. We also use non statutory assessments at the end of KS1.

Planning for Assessment

· The 2014 National Curriculum, and the Statutory Framework for the Early Years Foundation Stage (2021) documents provide Pierrepont Gamston School with the framework for teaching and learning and ensure breadth and balance in our curriculum.
· Lessons are planned with clear learning objectives and success criteria based on a teacher’s knowledge of each pupil.  
· Assessment materials are used alongside the National Curriculum to support assessments for pupils in reading, writing, mathematics and grammar, punctuation and spelling (GPS). 
· The Engagement Model (2020), pre key stage standards and B Squared materials may be used to support assessments of pupils working below the age expected standards outlined in the National Curriculum. 
· Teachers use focused marking to assess pupils’ progress in relation to the planned learning objectives, setting next steps for pupils learning and supporting them in achieving these (see Marking Policy).
· Teachers use information from formative and summative assessment to plan future lessons.

  
Assessment and Reporting

The Foundation Stage 

Ongoing assessment is an essential aspect of the effective running of the EYFS setting at Pierrepont Gamston Primary School. There is continuous monitoring and assessment of each child’s development using the Early Years Foundation Stage Profile. A baseline assessment is completed for all children during their first half-term in addition to the statutory baseline assessment which is completed within the first 6 weeks. All 17 areas are assessed once per term and recorded. Children are assessed against termly benchmarks in each area which map a trajectory towards their end of year assessment against the early learning goals. Where children have not reached benchmarks at the intended time, this information is used by practitioners to inform future learning and plan interventions where necessary.
The main EYFS assessment method is through practitioners’ observations of children in different teaching and learning contexts, including both adult focused activities and child initiated play. Practitioners use these observations to support their developing knowledge of individual children, helping to inform assessment decisions and plan next steps in learning.
All staff in our early years setting are involved in detailed professional dialogue to ensure accurate and consistent assessment decisions. A sample of these assessments are moderated with early years staff from other schools and with other teachers in Pierrepont Gamston.
Other methods of assessing children in Sparrow Class include weekly challenge books, marking and feedback on written work and talking with children about their task or play.





Assessment of Core Subjects in Key Stage One and Key Stage Two

· Teachers use Assessment for Learning (AfL) as ongoing assessment.  Through the use of questioning, focused marking and observations of children’s learning against success criteria, judgements are made about children’s attainment. This information is used to assess whether pupils are meeting national expectations to identify gaps in learning and to set termly targets for children.
· Each cohort has year-end targets for meeting national expectations in core subjects. This is set by the school’s leadership at the beginning of each academic year and may target the progress of the whole class, identified groups or specific children.
· In addition to AfL, teachers use a variety of tests and tasks to assess children, including termly and end of year tests (for example, Cornerstones tests and previous year’s Key Stage SATs papers).
· Standardisation and moderation meetings within our school and with other schools ensure teacher judgements are accurate and fair. Staff at Pierrepont Gamston Primary School work closely with staff from other schools in different assessment cluster groups.
· Staff attend quality assessment CPD through the year as well as standardisation and moderation events organised by the Local Authority.
· Summative Assessment outcomes for each pupil are entered on our online tracking system. Children are assessed termly and at the end of the academic year their attainment will be reported using one of the following descriptors:
· Working towards the expected standard (in which case children are assessed using a previous year group’s criteria or using Bsquared levels)
· Working at the expected standard
· Working at greater depth within the expected standard
Additional descriptors may be used to further clarify the attainment of those children working below the expected standard. For nationally reported results, these use the DfE codes; and for internal school assessment, these include reference to the year group that the child is currently working at (see Appendix A). 
· Each pupil’s attainment is recorded at the end of each term. The Senior Leadership Team will monitor progress of individuals, cohorts, vulnerable groups and any other groups identified in the School Development Plan. An analysis of data will be completed at the end of each term and reported to staff and the governors. 
· There is an expectation that children will progress through the descriptors each term. Children who are working above the National Standard or who are targeted for accelerated progress will be expected to move faster through the descriptors. 
· Pupils with SEND who are working below age expectations will be assessed using the Engagement Model, against prior year objectives, pre key stage standards or BSquared Connecting Steps descriptors. Smaller step targets may be appropriate for some of these pupils, and these will be outlined on the school’s provision maps and reviewed termly.
· Each term, pupil progress is discussed in Pupil Progress Meetings and Senior Leadership Meetings. Where appropriate, individual review meetings for children with SEND are held termly.
· The head teacher and assessment lead report assessment outcomes to the governors termly.
· At the end of Key Stage Two, pupils undertake SATs in Reading, Maths and GPS; staff adhere to the Statutory Assessment and Reporting Guidelines. Year 6 teachers submit teacher assessment for writing and science.
· At the end of Key Stage One, pupils undertake non statutory SATs in Reading and Maths.  Year 2 teachers also submit teacher assessment for reading, writing, maths and science.
· End of Key Stage data is published on the Compare School Performance Government website to which the school is accountable.
· An analysis of the data is completed by the Senior Leadership Team, with headline figures and trends included within the school’s self-evaluation document. This analysis will inform part of the School Development Plan (if relevant) and further decisions about the distribution of resources at Pierrepont Gamston Primary School.
· End of year pupil outcomes are reported to parents in writing.
· Assessment data is used in transition meetings for pupils at the end of the school year.

Assessment of Foundation Subjects in Key Stage One and Key Stage Two

· Teachers use Assessment for Learning (AfL) as ongoing assessment in foundation subjects, with data being recorded by class teachers against up to 6 criteria in each subject at the end of the Autumn and Summer terms. Children are assessed as being either working ‘At’ or ‘Below’ each statement. If individual children show an exceptional interest in a subject this is also noted.
· Assessment criteria reflect the current curriculum and two-year cyclic nature that these subjects are taught in.
· The data is collated by the assessment lead and presented to subject leaders to help inform their action plans.

[bookmark: _Hlk101522763]Further Assessments Based on Children’s Individual Needs

If required to help assess a child’s individual needs based on their SEND Support Plan, the following assessment systems may also be used:
· For children working below the National Expectation for their year group, the Engagement Model, Pre-Key Stage Standards or B Squared Assessments may be used.
· For children with diagnosed Autistic Spectrum Condition, the Autism Progression Framework assessment tool may be used.
· For children with social and emotional needs, the Boxall Profile Assessment Tool may be used.
· For child with English as an additional language, the Bell Foundation may be used.


Review

This policy will be reviewed every two years (or sooner if required) to incorporate updates and developments in assessment.
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Appendix A
Deeper Learning Assessment Guide
	
	B
Below ARE
	W1
25% objectives met and applied independently some of the time

	W2
50% objectives met and applied independently some of the time

	W3
75% objectives met and applied independently some of the time

	A
90-100% objectives met and  independently applied some of the time

	M
100% met and applying most of the time broadly and independently 


	End of Autumn 2
	Unable to access their year’s curriculum
(SEND/Wave 2 – intervention required and tracked back to appropriate objectives)
	Able to access their year’s curriculum but unlikely to make national expectation at the end of the year.
(Intervention required)
	
On track to meet national expectation by the end of the year.
	On track to meet national expectation by the end of the year.
(likely to exceed by the end of the year)
	At age related for the end of the year
(likely to exceed by the end of the year)
	Deeper learning stage

	
	SEND/Wave 2
	LA
	MA
	HA
	HHA
	HHA

	End of Spring 2
	Unable to access their year’s curriculum
(SEND/Wave 2)
	
Able to access their year’s curriculum but unlikely to make national expectation at the end of the year.

	Able to access their year’s curriculum but unlikely to make national expectation at the end of the year.
Working up to 1 term behind
	On track to meet national expectation by the end of the year.
	At age related for the end of the year
(likely to exceed by the end of the year)
	Deeper learning stage

	
	SEND
	LA
	LA
	MA
	HA
	HHA

	End of Summer 2
	Unable to access their year’s curriculum
(SEND)




	 Working at ARE for previous year
Failed to meet national expectation
Ensure a plan is in place for the beginning of the next academic year
(Wave 2/SEND)
	 Failed to meet national expectation 

Working up to 2 terms behind
	Failed to meet national expectation

Working up to 1 term behind
	Met national expectation
	Deeper learning stage

	
	SEND
	LA
	LA
	LA
	MA/HA
	HA
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