
Pierrepont Gamston Primary School 

RE Policy  



 

Introduction 

This Religious Education Policy outlines the teaching, organisation and management of RE teaching and 

learning at Pierrepont Gamston Primary School, supporting the overall aims, values and ethos of the 

school and following the Nottinghamshire Agreed Syllabus: Religious Education for all 2021. At our 

school, R.E has a special place in our life and work as we offer the distinctive curriculum of a 

Voluntary Aided school.  

We believe that Religious Education develops the children’s knowledge and understanding of the 

faiths and beliefs of people, often involving the worship of God, which contribute to the plural 

society. We enable children to develop a sound knowledge, not only of Christianity, but also of other 

major world religions. Religious Education is also concerned with the deep meaning that individuals and 

groups make of their own experiences and how this helps them give purpose to their lives. Children 

reflect on what it means to have a faith and to develop their own spiritual knowledge and 

understanding.  

 

‘RE provokes challenging questions about meaning and purpose in life, beliefs about God, ultimate 

reality, issues of right and wrong and what it means to be human.’ 

 

Agreed Syllabus for RE in Nottinghamshire 2021, p9 

 

Values 

Our school curriculum is underpinned by the values that we hold dear. In our school, everyone is 

equally valued and treated with respect. We believe that everyone is made in the image of God, which 

means that everyone has an equal opportunity to achieve and will be challenged and supported to 

ensure that they continue to grow and learn within all areas of the curriculum. 

 

Intent 

Our aim is to ensure that all children will: 

• Learn how to study religions and worldviews systematically, making progress by reflecting on 

the impact of religions and worldviews on contemporary life locally, nationally and globally to 

increasing levels of complexity and depth. 

• Gain and deploy the skills needed to interpret and evaluate evidence, texts and sources of 

wisdom or authority. 

• Learn to articulate clear and coherent accounts of their personal beliefs, ideas, values and 

experiences while respecting the right of others to have different views, values and ways of 

life.  

Agreed Syllabus for RE in Nottinghamshire 2021, p9 

 

Further aims in RE are: 

• To stimulate and maintain children’s curiosity, interest and enjoyment in RE. 

• To develop an understanding of the influence of beliefs, values and traditions on individuals, 

communities, societies and cultures. 

• To encourage children to develop an understanding of what it means to be committed to a 

religious tradition. 

• To help children to develop an awareness of spiritual and moral issues in life experiences and 

develop the ability to make reasoned and informed judgements about these, with reference 

to the teachings of some of the main religions represented in the UK. 



• To develop positive attitudes of respect towards other people who hold different views and 

beliefs, and towards living in a society of diverse religions. 

• To enhance children’s spiritual, moral, social and cultural development by: 

➢ developing awareness of the fundamental questions of life raised by human experiences, and 

of how religious teachings can relate to them 

➢ responding to such questions with reference to the teachings and practices of religions, 

relating them to their own understanding and experience   

➢ reflecting on their own beliefs, values and experiences in the light of their work 

 

We will achieve these aims by using the programme of study stated in the Agreed Syllabus, the 

Understanding Christianity resource, and the three areas of learning: 

1. Know about and understand a range of religions and world views. 

2. Express ideas and insights about the nature, significance and impact of religions and world 

views. 

3. Gain and deploy skills needed to engage seriously with religions and world views. 

 

There are strong connections between the programmes of study and British values, global learning, 

community cohesion, respect for all, PSHE and SMSC and the implementation of these three areas of 

learning will greatly enhance the development of these within the primary curriculum. 

 

Children will use topic specific vocabulary (appendix 2) to support their researching, planning, making 

and evaluating.  

 

Implementation  

Curriculum Time 

In order to deliver the aims and expected standards of the syllabus a minimum of 5% curriculum time 

is strongly recommended. In practice, this means that the following is allocated to the teaching of RE: 

Reception & Key Stage 1: 36 hours of tuition per year (equivalent to 50 minutes a week). 

Key Stage 2: 45 hours of tuition per year (equivalent to an hour a week).                            

                                                                                                                                  (Agreed Syllabus 

p. 14) 

A flexible approach can often be good practice, and RE can be in ‘blocks’, or RE themed weeks can be 

used.  

There are many links between RE and some other subjects, such as English, history and PSHE. However, 

when creative cross curricular planning is used, it must be ensured that RE objectives are clearly 

taught. 

 

Religions and Beliefs to be studied – minimum requirements 

4-5s Reception: Developing a growing sense of child’s awareness of self, their community and place 

within this. Children will encounter Christianity and other faiths found in the classroom. 

5-7s KS1: A minimum of 2 religions are to be studied – Christianity and the recommended Judaism. 

7-11s KS2: A minimum of 3 religions are to be studied – Christianity, Hinduism and Islam. 

  

In Foundation Stage, RE is introduced in line with the EYFS Statutory Framework 2021 and should, 

through planned, purposeful play and through a mix of adult-led and child-initiated activity, provide 

opportunities for: Communication and Language; Personal, Social and Emotional Development; 

Understanding the World; Expressive Arts and Design and Literacy. 

 



In key stage 1, children gain and use skills to learn about, listen to others’ ideas and express their 

ideas about what it means to belong in a family, to a community or to a faith and about different 

stories from the Bible and the Torah in particular:    

• beliefs, practices and places of worship in the Christian and Jewish faiths    

• various celebrations in Christian, Jewish, Hindu and Muslim faiths 

Children are taught to respect all people’s points of view.  

 

In key stage 2, children gain and use skills to learn, listen to others’ ideas and express their ideas 

about the following:  

• beliefs, teachings, wisdom, and values   

• practices, festivals, ways of life in family and community       

• worship, places of worship, locally in Nottinghamshire and including sacred places world-wide 

• inspirational people and beliefs in action    

• life questions and journeys through life                                           

Children are given the opportunity to explore Christianity, Islam and Hinduism, in particular, but 

also Judaism, Sikhism and Buddhism to a lesser extent.  

Delivery        

Through an enquiry-based approach, all children will be encouraged to raise questions involving Religious 

Education. In answering these questions, children will encounter a variety of creative and enjoyable 

learning activities, which will enable children to develop their thinking skills ability. Examples are 

various: ICT techniques, role play and drama techniques, theatrical effects, art and design, use of 

religious artefacts, photos, visitors, educational visits, festival days/afternoons, various thinking skills 

activities, discussions, debates and investigative stories. 

 

Understanding Christianity  

We have incorporated the planning and concepts the Understanding Christianity document provides 

into our existing planning. Where the individual units are about religions other than Christianity, we 

have implemented the new Agreed Syllabus programme of study. Where the individual units are about 

Christianity, we have changed them to include the relevant Understanding Christianity units. These 

planning overviews are in the appendices.  

 

Assessment and Reporting 

Assessment will be on a continuous monitoring basis involving informal techniques such as teacher 

observation, small group discussions, questioning about tasks and informal summative assessment. 

Suggestions are made in the ‘overviews’ in each unit. 

Reporting to parents occurs annually with a written report and also through parents’ consultations. 

All children will undertake an assessment task in the Summer term which has been specially designed 

to be incorporated into their learning for that half term. These assessments are then recorded in a 

whole-school monitoring document so that continuous progression can be seen throughout the school 

and children’s progress can be accurately monitored.   

For information there are ‘Progress Steps in RE’ - p. 74 Agreed Syllabus.           

                    

 

 

 

                                                                                                                                                                                     



Children with Special Educational Needs and Disabilities 

We make appropriate provision to overcome all barriers to learning and ensure pupils with SEND 

needs have full access to the Nottinghamshire Agreed Syllabus, as stated in our SEN policy. We 

provide additional resources or support for children with special needs as required. This may be in 

the form of adaptions, differentiation by outcome, intervention, adult support or a personalised 

curriculum.  

 

Request for Children to be Withdrawn 

It is recognised that parents have the right to request that their children be withdrawn from Religious 

Education lessons – in its entirety or in part. To make such a request, they need to formally write to 

the head teacher. 

 

Subject Leader Role 

The role of a subject leader is to: 

• Provide strategic lead and direction for a specific subject 

• Support and offer advice to colleagues on issues related to the subject 

• Monitor pupil progress and effectiveness of learning in that subject area 

• Provide efficient resources management for the subject 

 

It is the role of each subject leader to keep up to date with developments in their subject, at both 

national and local level. They review the way the subject is taught in school and plan for improvement. 

This development planning links to whole school objectives. Each subject leader reviews the 

curriculum plans for their subject, ensures that there is full coverage of the syllabus and that 

progression is planned into programmes of study. 

 

Monitoring and Review 

• Class teachers are responsible for the day to day planning, organisation and delivery of the 

curriculum subject. 

• Subject leaders monitor the way their subject is taught throughout school and feedback to 

SLT and whole school where appropriate. 

• An allocated governor is responsible for liaising with subject leaders to closely monitor the 

way the school teaches each subject. 

 

Author: A. Sharp and B. Asquith  

Date: February 2022 

Review date: Autumn 2023  
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